244.   TRIAL OF RAMASWAMT AND OTHERS

[JOHANNESBURG,
July 27, 1908]

In D Court yesterday [July 27], Mr. P. C. Dalmahoy disposed of another batch
of cases in which Indians were charged with hawking without licences, Mr. Cramer
prosecuted, Mr. Gandhi appearing for the defence.

The first case to be taken was that of an Indian named Ramaswamy.

After formal evidence had been given for the prosecution, Mr. Gandhi called
Mr. L. H. Jefferson, Chief Licence Inspector to the Johannesburg Municipality.

MR. GANDHI: You have received a list of exemptions?

[JEFFERSON :] Fourteen.

MR. GANDHI; Will you produce that list?

The Magistrate and the Public Prosecutor both interposed and objected to
its production.

MR. CRAMER : I have no objection to Mr. Gandhi asking if the accused's
name is on the list

MR. JEFFERSON : It is not on the list

MR. GANDHI: Does this mean that I cannot see the document?

THE MAGISTRATE (to Mr. JefFerson) : Are you permitted to show the document?

QEFEERSON:] No, Sir,

MR. GANDHI: But it must be a public document. Have you been
prevented by the authorities?

THE MAGISTRATE : (interrupting} Pm not going to allow it, Mr. Gandhi;
that is final.

MR. GANBHI: Have you been prevented by the authorities?

THE MAGISTRATE : Mr* Gandhi, for the last time, I will not allow this. Are
you disputing my authority?

MR. GANDHI: I am not disputing your authority, but my clients
are poor men, and it means a loss of 10 s to them every time Mr. Jefferson
is subpoenaed.

THE MAGISTRATE : 111 note your objection.

la answer to the Magistrate, the witness said that he had received the list
from the Town Gterk, 'who had received it from the Registrar of Asiatics.

Mr. Gandhi further asted whetber lie witness had been prevented by flic
authorities from giving the list.

t: I tave been Itold not to publish the list These' a*e my general

the Goort, Mr. Gandni said that he held it was a most curious
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